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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the commercial function of the city of Al-Bayda and its geographical and economic
dimensions. It does so by analyzing the natural and human factors that have influenced the city’s emergence and
development, identifying the nature, patterns, and spatial distribution of its various commercial activities, and
highlighting the role of its geographical location and road network in supporting commercial movement and
strengthening the city’s ties with its surrounding regions. Furthermore, the study explores the economic
significance of these commercial activities, their relationship to urban growth and the evolution of urban land use,
and identifies the key challenges facing the commercial sector, along with potential strategies for its development.
The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon scholarly sources, references, previous
studies, reports, and published data relevant to the research topic, without conducting field research or collecting
primary data. It concluded that the commercial function constitutes a fundamental component of economic and
urban life in the city of Al-Bayda. Its efficiency is influenced by a range of geographical and human factors—
most notably geographical location, the road network, population size, and urban growth. Furthermore, the study
highlighted the reciprocal relationship between commercial activity and urban expansion, as well as the
importance of organizing the spatial distribution of commercial activities and improving the associated
infrastructure.

The study recommended focusing on the spatial planning of commercial activities, developing the road network
and facilities for parking, loading, and unloading, organizing markets and commercial operations, and
encouraging investment in the commercial and service sectors—all of which would contribute to stimulating the
local economy and achieving balanced urban development in the city of Al-Bayda.

Keywords: Commercial function, Al-Bayda city, urban geography, spatial distribution, commercial activities,
economic development.
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